
 

 
The Acklens Online 

 

Lesson Overview 

This lesson can be used as a stand-alone lesson or as a pre/post-visit activity if your students visit 

Belmont Mansion. In The Acklens Online, students will research a person who lived at Belmont 

Mansion and create a fake Facebook page, Twitter page, or other online profile for the person they 

researched. Recommended for Grades 4, 5, and 8. 

 

Standards 

 

4
th

 Grade – see extensions 

Social Studies 

4.62 Using informational texts, explain the fight for Texas independence against Mexico and the 

contributions of Tennesseans Sam Houston and David Crockett. (H, P, TN) 

 

4.64 Cite evidence from informational texts explaining the causes, course, and consequences of the 

Mexican War, including Winfield Scott, Zachary Taylor, and Mexican session. (G, H)  

 

4.65 Identify prominent people and reform movements in the United States during the mid-19th century, 

including: (C, P)  

  • Dorothea Dix and her quest for prison reform and help for the mentally ill  

  • Horace Mann and public education  

  • Nat Turner and his resistance to enslavement  

  • Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison and the abolition of slavery 

 

Computer Technology 

3.1 Students will use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote 
creativity.  
3.2 Students will use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology-enhanced 
models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works. 
 

Reading Standards for Informational Text 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text.  
2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the 
text.  
3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
 

 

5
th

 Grade – see extensions 

Social Studies 

5.5 Evaluate each candidate in the campaign of 1860 and analyze how that campaign reflected the 



sectional turmoil of the country. (H, P, TN) 

 

Computer Technology 

3.1 Students will use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote 
creativity.  
3.2 Students will use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology 
 

Reading Standards for Informational Texts 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text.  
2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; 
summarize the text.  
3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 
 

8
th

 Grade – see extensions 

Social Studies 

8.66 Analyze the impact of the various leaders of the abolitionist movement, including John Brown and 

armed resistance; Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad; William Lloyd Garrison and The 

Liberator; Frederick Douglass and the Slave Narratives; and Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin, Virginia Hill and Free Hill, Tennessee; Francis Wright and Nashoba Commune; and Elihu 

Embree’ s The Emancipator. (C, E, H, P, TN) 

 

Computer Technology 

3.1 Students will use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote 
creativity.  
3.2 Students will use productivity tools to collaborate in constructing technology-enhanced 
models, prepare publications, and produce other creative works. 
 

Reading Standards for Informational Text 

Key Ideas and Details 
1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.  
3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or 
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
 

Objectives 

Help students understand how to do research, summarize their findings, and draw conclusions about the 

person they researched. In the case of a post-visit activity, this lesson can add some research to what 

students already learned at the mansion in order to assess what they got out of the mansion tour.  

 

Time Required 

2-3 class periods 



Materials & Resources  

(Note, this project could be completed with just Belmont’s website, but if students are interested they 

can check out a couple other sources) 

 Research materials (books, encyclopedia) 

 Possible online resources include:  

o  Belmont Mansion - www.belmontmansion.com 

o Tennessee Online Encyclopedia - https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net (includes entries on 

Isaac Franklin, Adelicia Acklen, William A. Cheatham) 

o Find a Grave - http://www.findagrave.com/index.html (click on search 138 million 

graves, there are detailed records for Adelicia Acklen, William A. Cheatham, Isaac 

Franklin, and Joseph Acklen. 

 Print out handout for students to fill out to create their online portfolio 

 Optional – Poster board, markers, crayons, or other art materials (students can design the 

portfolio by printing out pictures or drawing them, listing vital information, stuff Adelicia has 

‘liked,’ and posts) 

 

Lesson Procedure  

1. Ask the students if they have a Facebook page, Twitter page, or other online profile. Discuss 

what information is included in an online profile. Write down a list, which may include 

significant life events (birth, marriage, etc.), where they live, their education, what interests they 

may have, things that they like, etc.  Explain to the students they will be creating a fake 

Facebook page, Twitter page, or other online profile for one of the people connected to Belmont 

Mansion. 

2. Assign individual students (or groups) one of the following people to research: 

a. Family members - Adelicia Acklen, Isaac Franklin, Joseph Alexander Smith Acklen 

(husband), William A. Cheatham, Oliver Hayes, Sarah Hayes, Pauline Acklen Goodman, 

Joseph Hayes Acklen (son), Claude Acklen, William Acklen, 

b. Servants or Slaves – Armstead Cheatham, Mary Fleming, Henry Gray, Mike Mullins 

(Note – the information for these sources is limited to a paragraph from Belmont’s 

website, but students could still use this basic information to try to infer more about the 

person they were assigned). 

3. Give students a list of the information they must find including: 

a. Basic profile information (birthdate, family/friends, significant life dates, list of things 

they might ‘like’ or ‘follow’ (this could include something vague like art or an 

organization to which they belonged) 

b. Based on the research, ask students to create five posts for their individual in response to 

different topics (remind students to be brief in posts, like twitter with a max. of 160 

characters). Explain to them that historians have to make educated guesses too based on 

the research information that is available. Also, remind students that for some events, the 

person they are researching would not know an event’s outcome (for example the 

beginning of the Civil War) like we do today. These topics could include: 

i. Slavery, the beginning or end of the Civil War, the 13
th

 amendment (ending 

slavery), Isaac Franklin’s death (or death of Adelicia or Joseph, change to illness 

for students with that person), Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, Belmont 

Mansion’s completion, death of one of Adelicia’s children (Victoria, Adelicia, 

Emma, Julius Caesar, Laura, and Corrinne), Grand Tour of Europe, Adelicia 

http://www.belmontmansion.com/
https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/
http://www.findagrave.com/index.html


trying to sell cotton in the middle of the Civil War. (Note: students may need to 

research some of these topics more to understand what their character has to 

respond to. Urge them to be creative in their responses. Maybe a former slave is 

jealous she can travel to Europe and isn’t punished for holding him as a slave, 

maybe a servant dreams of someday traveling to Europe (or returning home). 

4. Have students write down their results and present their findings to their classmates. If time (and 

supplies) allow, have students use a poster board and draw out their individual’s profile. 

5. Have students discuss how the people are similar or different and how their opinions about 

different topics might differ because of their experiences. 

 

Extensions 

 Use this as an opportunity to discuss with students how they can be safe online with what they 

post on their own pages. 

 As homework, have students choose a second historical character of the period which they might 

be learning about in class (see standards at the end of this document) and create an online profile 

for this person. For example, 5
th

 graders could be assigned to create online profiles for each 

candidate in the election of 1860. They could then compare the profiles to see how the 

candidates are similar/different. 

 Depending on student’s training with computers, the posters/pages could be produced digitally in 

word, publisher, or in another program to give them practice with computer skills. 

 

Lesson Evaluation 

This activity can be graded based on research, final product, presentation and participation in discussion 

by students. On a scale of 20, students can earn points by the following: 

  

Five Points – for over five accurate facts about an individual 

Five Points – for creative responses to post prompts based on research about individual 

Five Points – for good grammar on their poster or paper  

Five Points – for good presentation, including speaking and design of poster (if completed) 
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